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papers the best European magazines are still superior t o  ours. W e  know of 
no European magazine, however, which has a department of “Geographical 
Literature and Maps” equal to that of the Bulletin of the American Geographi- 
cal Society. 

Dr. Wellington Jones and Mr. Car l  0. Sauer of the University of Chi- 
cago published a valuable “Outline for Field W o r k  in Geography” in the 
July number of the Bulletin o/ the American Geogmfihical Society ( N e w  
York) .  T h e  outline presents the plan under four main heads: 

1. Preparation for  field work 
2. Field methods 
3. Field observations 
4. Office work after the field season preliminary to writing 

report. 

An important contribution to  the science of glacial geology, one of a 
series of similar reports, is Monograph 53 of the United States Geological Sur- 
vey, “ T h e  Pleistocene of Indiana and Michigan and the History of the Grea t  
Lakes,” by Frank  Leverett and Frank B. Taylor. I n  this report the authors 
have continued the description of the glacial deposits and history of the Great  
1,akes region. T h e i r  maps show the relations of the remarkable systems of 
moraines formed by the glacial lobes which occupied the basins of T,ake Michi- 
gan, Lake Huron ,  and Lake Erie. 

T h e  Geological Survey has unearthed some copies of the “Catalogue and 
index of the publications of the Hayden, King, Powell, and Wheeler  sur- 
veys,” the four great Federal surveys whose field work was carried on be- 
tween 1867 and 1879, when the United States Geological Survey was or- 
ganized. T h e  publications of these early Government organizations consti- 
tute a storehouse of geographic, geologic, ethnologic, and archeologic informa- 
tion concerning the western portion of the United States. T h e  Geological 
Survey has no copies of the publications of these surveys for distribution, but 
the index (Bulletin 222) may be obtained on application to the Director, U. S. 
Geological Survev, Washington, D. C. 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS 

PRACTICAL EXERCISES IN GEOGRWHY, by W m .  J. Sutherland and Chester 
M. Sanford. Silver, Rurdette and Co., 196 pp. 1915. 
T h e  authors are respectively the president and the head of the depart- 

ment of geography of the Platteville, Wis., Normal School. I n  this little 
book, the authors put  into concrete form, some of the ideas which President 
Sutherland has championed in various addresses and papers. T h e  book is 
based upon the idea that geography in the upper grammar grades is most 
effectively and most interestingly taught through ,practical exercises o r  elemen- 
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tary laboratory problems to be worked out by the pupils. A test book, refer- 
ence books, and a note book are required. Book I ,  which deals with the 
United States, is to be followed by Book 11, dealing with South America and 
Eurasia. T h e  character of the “problems” is suggested by the following: W h y  
should factories be located a t  waterfalls? W h a t  influence have the rivers of 
New England had on the development of manufactures? W h y  is fishing 
profitable off the coast of New England? W h y  has fruit growing become the 
leading industry of FIorida? Why  is rainfall so meager on the Great Plains 
west of the 100th meridian? Besides the problems which are to be solved by 
working up the answers to a series of questions, the book contains text ma- 
terial, general questions and page references to a large number of reference 
books. 

T h a t  the authors of this book, both experienced teachers of geography, are 
working out a highly valuable method of teaching the subject, there is not the 
least doubt. Every teacher knows that the ordinary text book method of 
teaching geography has not given results. T h e  laboratory method has been 
introduced in some high schools and universities with varying degrees of suc- 
cess. Here is an attempt to apply the laboratory method to the grade work. 
T h e  little book is a praiseworthy endeavor, worked out with thought and good 
judgment. I t  deserves to succeed. W e  shall be much interested to receive re- 
ports from teachers who try the method and we hope many will make the trial. 

NEW TRANSCONTINENTAL GUIDE-BOOKS 

nited States Geologcial Survey has recently issued a guidebook des- THE cribing the Overland Route from Missouri River to the Pacific coast, 
and every traveler may now enjoy the luxury of being “personally conducted” 
without any other expense than the dollar he must send to the Superinten- 
dent of Documents at  Washington ,D. C., to obtain a copy. Similar guide 
books covering the Northern Pacific Route, so closely identified with the 
Lewis agd Clark expedition of 1803-1806, the Santa Fe Route and the Shasta 
and Coast Route are to follow soon”. 

T h e  value of these guides to travelers interested in their country can 
.not be measured. T h e  route is followed from station to station, and the coun- 
try along the way described and explained from many points of view. Human 
history, geologic history, agricultural and mining values-everything, in 

cinctly and rapidly sketched. T h e  long stretches of prairie country and end- 
less miles of desert, often so dreary to the uninformed traveler, are made to 
teem with human interest and scientific information. 

T h e  guidebooks are full of items of general interest that will answer 
such questions as the average intelligent traveler is continually asking. I n  a 
broad way the story of the West  is a unit, and the aim of this description of 

*T,he Northern Pacific Guide Book and The Traveler’s Guide to  the Pacific 
Coast, covering the Shasta Route and Coast Line are now ready for distribution. 
$1.00 each, Supt. of Documents, Washington, D. C. 
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short, that can make a car-window landscape vital and interesting-. 1s suc- 
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